Perivascular epithelioid cell tumor (PEComa) of the cheek.
We present the unusual case of a perivascular epithelioid cell tumor (PEComa) occurring within the cheek of a 32-year-old woman. PEComa is a rare, recently described, family of tumors with diverse clinicopathologic expression and which express melanocytic and muscle markers. It mainly affects the abdominopelvic region and rarely occurs in somatic soft tissue or skin. To our knowledge, this is the first reported case of PEComa occurring in the facial cutaneous tissues. Other possible diagnoses considered included benign mesenchymal tumors of smooth muscle or neural origin. However, the cytomorphologic and immunohistochemical profile were most suggestive of PEComa. The tumor was completely excised, but in view of uncertainty as to how this entity would behave in an unusual location, lifelong follow up is recommended. After complete excision, there was no recurrence in 4 years.